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position on causality of the relation between two entities, say X
and Y, does favor the “religious” view of creation and the neces-
sity of knowing the Truth (Haqq) in order to determine the
“causal” connection/relation of X and Y, yet his acceptance of
essential causality still places his thinking within philosophy
rather than religion. He certainly accepts such essentially phi-
losophical notions as temporal priority (at least among certain
ranks of existent entities) as well as contiguity of X and Y in
space and time (his notion of X and Y as mutada’ifan), and also
of the continuity/ connection/ conjunction of X and Y, as he has
upheld the Illuminationist position of al-ittisal fi'l-wujid.
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Causality and the Question of Being

Nader El-Bizri

Abstract

This paper investigates the manner in which Mulld
Sadra relies on causation in his articulation of the question
of being, and of the distinction between essence and exis-
tence, in terms of the modalities of necessity, contingency
and impossibility. My investigations will be mainly focused
on a close textual, exegetical as well as hermeneutic, inter-
pretational reading of Kitab al-mashar (Le livre des pé-
nétrations métaphysiques, or what is also rendered in Eng-
lish as: The Book of Prebensions). This will be conducted
from the standpoint of a comparative consideration of
Avicenna’s ontology in the light of accounting for Martin
Heidegger’s critique of the history of metaphysics in Sein
und Zeit, wherein the history of metaphysics is construed as
being the history of the oblivion of being. Like what I have
attempted to show in my book, The Phenomenological Quest
Between Avicenna and Heidegger (Binghamton, 2000), [
will argue in this paper, that Mulla Sadra’s ontology, like
Avicenna’s ontology before him, does indeed divert from the
confines of the Aristotelian and Peripatetic substance-based
ontology (ousiology, that is based on ousin). Given this state
of affairs, his ontology overcomes some dimensions of Hei-
degger’s critique of metaphysics while anticipating the
emergence of phenomenological methods of investigation in
ontology. Yet, even if some aspects of Mullg Sadva’s ontol-
ogy were akin to some of what is encountered in Heideg-



ausation in Islamic and western philosophy is a complex issue that operates at
any levels. This book will introduce an ontological and epistemological
pproach on cause and causation and describe some of the divisions of
wusation. This book discusses the relationship between causation and key
hilosophical doctrines.

he present book consists of 17 articles, divided into 6 chapters, concerning
ymparative studies on causation.

he chapters of the book are “Causation in Islamic Philosophy”, “Causation in
ought of Mulla Sadra”, “Causation: A Comparative philosophical Approach”,
Prophecy and Psychology”, “Causation and the World Process”, “God and
ausation”.

he articles are written by scholars from Asian, European and American
niversities.
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